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Architect Rob Sanders takes the business of historic pres
usly. “It's a huge responsibility to keep old h

bur there's a richness to being part of that continuum,” says Sar

who relished tac kling the stately Colonial Revival home

Crty, a coup
fifeies; were oniginally drawn to the scrucrure’s quintessential
Colonial charm and the tremendous screet appeal afforded by

able forms.

Proper Proportions A new and larger barn (THis PAGE) was sized to complement the scale of the main house. Warm Weods The wood variations add visual interest in the library
(opposiTE), where a pair of tufted chairs flank a leather ottoman. The mosaic tile fireplace surround by Ceramic Design is new. See Resources.
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ding there for 17 years, raising three children, and enduring the
Inconveniences rhat come with unco 1t1bl\f low ceilings, a dark kitchen

and a general lack of ection to the 1.6-acre property, they decided to
I xisting barn. “They knew the house
s know what they wanted to do,” say:
1<_1p(11 of Rob Sanders Architects. “They relied on us to answer
the questions that come with cvery PlC?Cl’\'&l‘l{)n project: What i

saving! Where do you compromuse? / hat has to go?”
Tlm architect had no trouble higuring out the lateer and unmedmtelv set
his sights on (.].llTllﬂ.

ite and put thc Wl dow sllls at the lc\ LI 0{ thc cart} say Sqndus He
ned a spacious, sun-drenched family room 1n 1ts localm. “By elevating
the new space, we got the floor level to grade and were able to capture views
of the hidden parden beyond.”
Next to go were several unusable enclosed porches that made way
an extensive greenhouse. “The homeowner is a serious horticulturalist who
grows her plants from seed,” says Sanders, who tucked a home office for her
in between the two new spaces.

Colar Punch In the family room (orposiTe AND aBovE), Venetian plaster walls combine with
bold painted woodwerk. The window treatment fabric is Cowtan & Tout with trim from
Samuel & Sons. Lee Jofa chairs topped with Cowtan & Tout fabrics, and a George Smith
sofa are grouped around a custom Nininger & Co. coffee table. A wing chair by Edward
Ferrell is joined by a Fresne tray-table floor lamp. In the Details (tor rRiGHT) The butler's
pantry features custom cabinetry by Crane Woodworking. The floor in the Colebrook
Conservatories greenhouse (sotToM RiGHT) is @ New York bluestone over a heated slab,
with crushed stone around the perimeter for drainage. See Resources.
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Breakfast Room In the kitchen (tHis race), wood table is from Guy Chaddock; chairs are from Holland & Company. Lantern-shaped fixtures from Klaff's light the island. Storage
Space (oPPOSITE, CLOCKWISE FROM ToP LEFT) A window seat covered with Pindler & Pindler fabric provides a place for removing shoes and boots in the mudroom. Guest Quarters Lee
Jofa wallpaper covers the walls and ceiling in the quest bedroom. Clean Suite Ceramic Design's Star White subway tiles form a wainscot in the master bathroom. See Resources.

In che spirit of compromuse, the architect kept the original work space in
the adjacent kitchen but expanded the square footage to add a breakfast room
and 16 feet of glass that includes two windows and four panel sliding doors
that open to the terrace. “The exciting part of renovation work 1s using new
elements like inscrtjng openings to reactivate a space, he says.

Making the “worth keeping” list was a dependency, an original subsidiary
structure that housed a small room with a minuscule attic above that may
have been the onginal entry. Removing the attic floor exposed a pair of eyebrow
windows and created an almost perfect cube to serve as the new library. In
keeping with the existing architecture, American white-oak paneled walls
and cabinets with camphor burl accents were selected for the walls and
cabinetry. Continuing the period theme are carved ellipse patterns borrowed
from the neighboring living room and repeated as a stylistic clement on the
library walls and fireplace.

When 1t came to determining a color scheme and selecting furnishings,
ntertor designer Dotsie Doran of Katherine Cowdin Interiors, allowed the
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stately architecrure and the owners’ Oriental rug collection to guide her.
“We chose pieces like the camelback setree, English-style open armchairs,
and a tray table in the living room to go wich the period of the house,” says
Doran, noting the bold persimmon that distinguishes the family room was
inspired by the rug. “We pulled thar color our and used it 1n the window
treatment fabric, and the painted woodwork and plaid fabric on the
wingback chair just followed suit”

The final “has to go” item was the barn. "It looked more like a two-car
garage with a shed sruck on the back,” says Sanders. He replaced 1t with
something more barn-like in form and appearance. In a nod to the past and
similar to other barns in the area, the cedar-clad building 1s painted a dark
green. Meanwhule the interior spaces address the homeowners’ current needs
and include an office for him and a game room on the lower leve] for famuly
gatherings. "My goal was to make both structures modern in use and flow of
space, but connecred o the past in form and materials,” says Sanders. “That’s
the balancing act.” »

kTo see more, visit cottages-gardens.com



"MY GOAL WAS TO MAKE
BOTH STRUCTURES MODERN
IN USE AND FLOW OF SPACE.,
BUT CONNECTED
TO THE PAST IN FORM
AND MATERIALS”




Hot and Cold The homeowner hosts business meetings in the barn/home office for many Eastern. ar I 1
of the process. Inside, the dressing area features tile walls, and the honey onyx stone floor is from ABC Stone. Outside, a
enjoy some sunshine following a cold dip. See Resources.
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